
 

 Year 10, Subject Curriculum Overview 
 

 Autumn Term 1 
Topic(s) 

Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 

Overview of 
Scheme of 
Learning 

Medieval Medicine 1250-1500 
Students study beliefs on the cause and 
‘cure’ of disease, the training of doctors, 
hospitals and the influence of the Church. 
A case study on the Black Death establishes 
the lack of scientific understanding and 
how this led to a reliance on religious and 
supernatural explanations. 
The Renaissance 1500-1700 
Students use prior learning on Medieval 
medicine to analyse how and why medicine 
made progress during the Renaissance, 
exploring such concepts as Science, 
Religion, Technology, Chance, Warfare and 
Communications. Key individuals, such as 
Vesalius, Harvey, Pare and Sydenham and 
their discoveries are related to these 
factors in analyzing change. Continuity in 
knowledge and understanding of the cause 
and cure is illustrated by a comparative 
study of the Black Death in 1348 with the 
Plague in 1665 

Medicine 1700-1900 
Students link learning with the previous 
unit by opening with the germ theory of 
disease, therefore bridging the gap 
between greater understanding of 
anatomy and physiology and the need to 
understand the cause of disease and 
therefore the development of treatments. 
Understanding Germ Theory opens the 
door for the study of Anaesthetics and 
Antiseptics, Vaccinations, Cholera, Public 
Health and Nightingale, hospitals and 
nursing. 
Medicine in the Twentieth Century 
The study of the C19th connects with the 
twentieth Century and the development of 
high technology medicine, such as how the 
discovery of Penicillin led to the successful 
fight against infection and how the NHS 
opened high tech medicine to all, 
regardless of income, from the cradle to 
the grave. Investigations into the fight 
against lung cancer, the use of technology 
in this and other areas of medicine and 
contemporary challenges, such as MRSA, 
‘Superbugs’ and pollution bring us to a 
discussion of the latest unresolved 
challenge of Covid-19. A study of DNA 

Medicine on the Western Front-The 
Historic Environment 
Students are familiar with the theme of 
World War One through their studies in 
year nine and, usually through, a fieldtrip 
to the Battlefields of Belgium and France at 
the end of Year Nine, including a visit to 
the former Casualty Clearing Station at 
Lijssenthoek. Concepts such as trench 
warfare and the difficulty of medicine 
under such circumstances are explored, as 
are developments in weapons, such as gas, 
the machine gun and heavy artillery and 
the nature of the injuries sustained. 
Students investigate developments in 
medicine precipitated and hastened by the 
necessities of war, such as Gillies and 
Plastic Surgery, blood transfusions and the 
first blood bank and the treatment of head 
injuries. The Chain of evacuation is 
established, as well as the role of RAMC 
and FANY 



 

takes students towards the future in terms 
of the possibilities of diagnosis and cure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment 
Overview 

Students are assessed on a fortnightly 
basis, concentrating on examination style 
questions set for classwork and homework. 
These focus at this stage on the principles 
of Knowledge and Understanding and the 
ability to synthesise explanations for 
historical events, as per question 4 on 
Paper One 

Students continue to be assessed on a 
fortnightly basis, now focusing on the 
principles of question 3, which compares 
aspects of medicine across different time 
periods (eg Hospitals, Training of doctors 
etc) and question 5/6, which poses 
students an extended question where they 
are required to analyse both 
interpretations before reaching a reasoned 
conclusion. These skills have been 
practised by our students since year 
through such investigations as  Why 

The fortnightly assessment schedule is 
maintained, this time focusing on 
questions 1a, 1b and 2 of Paper One, 
recalling knowledge, analysing the 
provenance and context of sources and 
suggesting possible sources of information 
for an investigation. Again, these skills have 
been practised by our students through our 
curriculum since year seven through the 
Spanish Armada assessment, various 
sourcework exercises on the Somme, the 
Tudor Succession, Appeasement etc. 



 

William won the Battle of Hastings, What 
kind of man was Oliver Cromwell, Was 
General Sir Douglas Haig the Butcher of the 
Somme etc 

Students are further assessed by virtue of 
an end of unit test, which is usually a past 
GCSE examination paper marked according 
to the Pearson markscheme. 

 


